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The Aquidneck Land Trust has established FarmLink Aquidneck, which helps connect farmers and those looking
to use farm land for agriculture. Pictured here is Aquidneck Farms in Portsmouth.

Trust creates a farm marketplace
By Matt Sheley
Staff writer

MIDDLETOWN — The Aquidneck Land
Trust knows farming is as tough these days
as it’s always been.
In an attempt to keep the farms Aquidneck Island already has and maybe add
some new ones, the nonproﬁt land conservation group has established FarmLink
Aquidneck to make that job a little easier.
Land trust spokeswoman Gretchen
Markert said the idea of FarmLink Aquidneck is to connect those in agriculture with
those who have property to farm.
She said a new searchable database
of available properties can be accessed
through ailt.org or by calling 849-2799. To
date, there are two sites open, the Spruce
Acres site on the Middletown-Portsmouth
town line, as well as Highland Farm on
Peckham Avenue.
“Our mission is to preserve and protect
open space and it doesn’t get more open
space than farms,” Markert said. “Right
now, there aren’t many ways to connect

someone with farmland with someone who
wants to farm it, maybe other than word
of mouth. Now, they’ll have one place to
turn and ﬁnd all the information they’re
looking for.”
Formed in 1990, the land trust has conserved 2,580 acres from development across
the island. Some of the group’s noteworthy projects include creating the Sakonnet Greenway Trail system on the east
side of Middletown and Portsmouth, the
Spruce Acres site, Escobar Highland Farm
on Middle Road in Portsmouth and dozens
of other properties.
Markert said besides the clearinghouse
for available farming locations, there’s a
bevy of other useful information available
on FarmLink Aquidneck.
Importantly, she said there’s a section
on succession plans for farmers looking to
retire or get out of the business, but who
want to see their property remain in agriculture.
“Sometimes, it’s something that people
don’t think about until it’s too late,” Markert said. “This way, the information is right

at their ﬁngertips and it could save valuable time and resources.”
The FarmLink Aquidneck initiative
was rolled out as part of a redesign of
the group’s website. Searching under the
“FarmLink Aquidneck” tab that’s accessible from the main page of the website,
there’s data on existing conserved farms,
how farm conservation works and ways to
list interest in farming here.
The way the program works, it’s up to
the farmer and landowner to come up with
terms so the property can be farmed.
According to land trust statistics, 80 percent of the farmers in the area do not have
succession plans for their property. Also,
approximately 1,450 acres of farmland have
been conserved forever by the land trust,
but there’s still more than 2,600 acres that
haven’t been permanently protected.
“A lot of people might not realize this,
but farmland on Aquidneck Island is among
the most expensive in the country,” Markert
said. “It’s hard for people to keep farming
here when those are the numbers. We want
to do everything we can to help.”
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Stormwater tweaks are still needed in
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