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By Derek Gomes 
Staff writer

NEWPORT  — The sky looks 
ominous as clouds sweep in, a few 
droplets fall and then … nothing. 
The scene has played out again 
and again this summer, with 
storms coming to the precipice 
of Newport County, but peter-
ing out before they can unleash a 
nourishing rain.

The area hasn’t been left 
parched, just “abnormally dry,” 
as designated by the National 
Integrated Drought Information 
System. From June through 
August, about 6.1 inches of rain 
have fallen in the Newport area, 
about 1.5 inches less than the 
average rainfall for that stretch, 
according to National Weather 
Service meteorologist Lenore 
Correia who is based in Norton, 
Massachusetts.

“ T h e r e ’ s  n o t  e n o u g h 
[rain],” she said on Thursday. 
“Unfortunately, a lot of the 

rain has been in central western 
Massachusetts because when we 
get these thunderstorms they 
tend to die by the time they get 
to eastern Rhode Island. It’s the 
same problem on the Cape. They 
just fizzle out before they get to 

you guys.”
Almost all the land surrounding 

Narragansett Bay is experienc-
ing abnormally dry conditions, 
affecting about 228,000 Rhode 
Islanders, according to the 
drought information system 

that is a partnership of federal 
agencies and other parties. The 
designation is one notch above 
“no drought” on a scale that 
also includes four more-severe 
degrees of drought. A risk asso-
ciated with abnormally dry 
conditions, according to Correia, 
is the spread of wildfire.

Asked if the relative dry spell 
has had an effect on Newport 
Water’s supply, Julia Forgue, 
the city’s director of utilities, 
said in an email that it hasn’t 
been “anything unusual for this 
time of year. Our issue is more 
related to the water quality of the 
reservoirs.”

For gardeners, the combina-
tion of heat, humidity and a lack 
of rain has complicated the grow-
ing season.

“Most of our volunteers are 
older, retired people,” said Linda 
Wood, the director of God’s 
Community Garden, off Turner 
Road in Middletown. “The heat 
and humidity are enough to kill 
us out there.”

The garden, which provides 
vegetables to those in need and 
senior citizens for free at weekly 

farm stands, has the benefit of
three greenhouses — a buffer
from the unrelenting conditions,
she said Thursday. Each summer
is different and poses singular
challenges for growers. “In 12
years, I’ve never seen a summer
like this,” Wood explained. “The
start of this summer all it did was
rain. And that was it.”

Plants are resilient and adapt to
their conditions, which haven’t
slowed down this year’s crop, she
said. The garden produces 4,000
pounds of food on average each
year, including tomatoes, squash
and string beans; this year, it is on
pace for about 5,000 pounds, she
said.

Those hoping for precipita-
tion to break the dry spell will
likely have to wait at least a bit
longer. Sunny skies are forecast
to dominate over the weekend
and through the work week.

“The next chance [for rain]
may not be until late next week,”
Correia said.
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Newport County designated ‘abnormally dry’
The combination of heat, 
humidity and lack of rain 
challenges local growers
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NEWPORT  — Rogers High
School, 15 Wickham Road, will
host a Chromebook Distribution
Night on Monday from 5-8 p.m.
in the school’s cafeteria. 

The event is mandatory for all
incoming ninth-grade students
who will be participating in the
1:1 Chromebook initiative. A
parent or guardian must accom-
pany the student. 

At the event, students and
their guardians will receive an
overview of the laptop, sign
acceptable use agreements
and receive their assigned
Chromebook.

For more information, call
847-6235.

By Derek Gomes 
Staff writer

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was 
held Friday morning at the head 
of the Gewirz Trail on the newly 
conserved Spruce Acres Farm 
property.

Many individuals and groups 
are responsible for raising the 
money necessary to purchase and 
preserve the property that other-
wise could have been developed 
into a 20-lot residential subdivi-
sion, said Chuck Allott, executive 
director of the Aquidneck Land 

Trust.
The towns of Middletown 

and Portsmouth; the Rhode 
Island Agricultural  Lands 
Preservation Commission; van 
Beuren Charitable Foundation; 
and Gewirz family each gave 
$300,000 toward the $2.3 million 
purchase price. 

More than 500 individual 
donors also supported the fun-
draising campaign, Allott said at 
the 23-acre former Christmas tree 
farm that sits on the Portsmouth-
Middletown line.

“Our work to conserve open 

space on this island affects every 
person on it, every day,” he told 
those gathered for the ceremony, 
including members of the Gewirz 
family. “The support all of you 
give to [the Aquidneck Land 
Trust] has a lasting impact, and 
we are all grateful to each of you.”

The trail splinters into loops 
on both the Portsmouth and 
Middletown sides of the property, 
totaling about 1.5 miles in all. It is 
not open to the public yet as the 
land trust has plans to add a curb 
cut for a parking area at the front 
of the property. 

A single-family home there 
is currently being rented, 
with plans that it will one day 
serve as the land trust’s main 
offices, with the accessory 
buildings hosting educational 
activities.

Preserving the property serves 
as a barrier to further vehicular 
congestion and protects the water 

supply at nearby Sisson Pond, said 
Zia Eftekhar, the trust’s board 
treasurer.

Jonathan Gewirz recognized the 
Aquidneck Land Trust’s efforts 
to preserve roughly 2,500 acres 
on Aquidneck Island, noting that 
“there’s more to protect.”
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Opening is near for Gewirz 
Trail on newly conserved land

Members of the Gewirz family, from left, Michael, Rita, Levi, Jonathan, Bernie, Steven, Katrina and Sarah, stand near 
the entrance of the Gewirz Trail on Friday. [JESSICA POHL PHOTOS]

Members of the Gewirz family walk along the Gewirz Trail on Friday. 
[JESSICA POHL PHOTO]

Rows of tomato plants at God’s Community Garden in Middletown got 
plenty of sun Thursday. The forecast calls for continued sunny skies and 
warm temperatures in the days to come. [DEREK GOMES/DAILY NEWS PHOTO]

Jaqueline Santos, then a junior 
at Rogers High School, takes 

notes as she works on a AP 
Chemistry project in May using 
a Chromebook provided by the 

School Department. [PETER SILVIA 

PHOTO]

Laptop distribution for Rogers freshmen to be held Monday
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