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ALT’S Board of Trustees and Advisors

Four new board members were elected and introduced at the 2020 Annual 
Meeting in February, held at the Atlantic Resort in Middletown: Bill Corcoran, 
Mark Marosits, Steve McInnis and Lois Vaughan. Two additional members were 
elected in spring of 2020: Bettie Bearden Pardee and Conley Zani. Members 
of the Board of Trustees serve up to three, two-year terms, attend monthly 
meetings, oversee ALT’s finances, and help shape our policies and initiatives. 
Board Chair Nancy Jamison and outgoing trustees Emlen Drayton, Stephen 
MacGillivray, and Susan Ruf were thanked for their years of dedicated service. 
We are very grateful for their support and wish them the best. 

The Board of Advisors, chaired by Annie Sherman Luke, consists of 35 members, 
many of whom served on the Board of Trustees. 

Bill Corcoran Mark Marosits

Staff

Steve McInnis

Bettie Bearden Pardee Lois Vaughan Conley Zani



Dear Friends,

Although our Annual Meeting last February seems very long ago, much has happened at ALT since then and it 
is my pleasure to share some highlights with you here. Please know that we have kept all of you in our thoughts 
and wish to express our great thanks for your many kindnesses to us during this difficult year. I am proud that 
the ALT staff adapted quickly to the new reality, continuing to function as a highly efficient team while working 
remotely. This enabled us to continue our vital work of protecting Aquidneck Island’s invaluable land and water 
resources on behalf of all Islanders. As an ALT supporter, you can take pride in having helped us succeed in so 
many ways. These are a few of our notable achievements:

• ALT kicked off a fundraising campaign in January to conserve 7.5 acres of historic Glen Farm in 
Portsmouth, and has raised $337,000 of the $472,000 needed to permanently protect it. Once 
conserved, a walking trail is planned for the site’s perimeter, which encircles a scenic horse pasture 
edged with historic stone walls. 

• We are raising funds to conserve a new section of Sweet Berry Farm in Middletown, on a property that 
the farm will use to grow more strawberries and pumpkins. The 5.49-acre parcel is within our drinking 
supply watershed, making its protection a high priority.

• We are in active negotiations with four other land owners for easements on their high conservation 
value properties. We will share details with you as soon as we can.

• The campaign to expand and permanently protect Newport’s Ballard Park is nearly complete. The 
pandemic slowed the closing process but it will be final soon. It is a thrill to consider the scope of this 
project, as it will create an 80-acre park and nature preserve in our island’s most densely populated 
municipality. 

• A generous donor underwrote the cost of purchasing trail counters, which provide important data on 
how and when visitors utilize our 12 miles of public trails. The trail counters show that between March 
and September of this year, over 30,000 groups and individuals visited ALT trails. 

• Our application to RI DEM for approval to construct a new boardwalk at Little Creek Preserve was 
successful. Once built, the boardwalk will feature a wildlife viewing platform and bump-out benches.  

Our staff and board are eager to dive into the many conservation opportunities that await us in our new fiscal 
year, which began October 1. We will keep you, our Partners in Preservation, up to date on current projects and 
we welcome your comments, suggestions, and continued support of our shared mission. 

Thank you,

Charles B. Allott, Esq.
Executive Director
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Letter from the Executive Director
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Sweet Berry Farm

Our campaign to conserve a new section of Sweet Berry Farm is well underway! At this writing, we have raised almost 
$220,000 of the $268,860 needed to permanently protect this 5.49-acre parcel in Middletown. We are grateful to the 
Agricultural Lands Preservation Commission (“ALPC”) and Town of Middletown for their recent support of this effort.

This high priority parcel has important conservation values:

• It is within the Maidford River/Paradise Brook drinking supply watershed. 
Conserving land around the reservoirs protects our drinking water. 

• It abuts Sweet Berry Farm, which has 84 acres of land under conservation 
easement with ALT. It has USDA prime farmland and soils, and has been 
farmed continuously since 1939.

• The site is home to many bird species and is a vital link in the Sakonnet 
Greenway habitat corridor of 1,260 acres. Expanding the Greenway strengthens the value of the wildlife 
corridor. 

• If developed, the land could be converted into four house lots. Protection of the property will help save its 
important conservation values, which benefit all Islanders. 

Your generous tax-deductible gift will help ALT to conserve this beautiful and important parcel of land. Thank you for 
your support!

Conservation Updates
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Glen Farm
The Glen Farm area in Portsmouth is historic, beautiful... and vulnerable to development. ALT is working to preserve a 
7.5-acre portion of this picturesque land, which features a lovely stone-walled perimeter, prime agricultural farmland, 
and important wildlife habitat. Once part of the 500-acre Taylor estate in the late 19th century, today the site is 
surrounded by a mix of protected and unprotected farmland, parks, trails and forestland. It is part of the iconic view 
corridor from East Main Road to the Sakonnet River.  

The property faces high residential development threat, 
making this a time-sensitive project. The parcel would allow as 
many as eight residential lots by right, disrupting the farmland, 
habitat, and scenic corridor. The land is directly contiguous to a 
creek that drains into the Sakonnet River, the outflow of which 
is just 500 feet north of Sandy Point Beach. 

Glen Farm is a vital piece in a network of open spaces ALT 
refers to as the “Sakonnet Greenway habitat corridor.” This 
network includes over 1,260 acres of protected land across 35 
properties and creates a large habitat passageway for resident 
and migratory species. If conserved, the land will continue to 
be used to pasture horses, and a publicly-accessible loop path 
around the pasture will give walkers new views of the pastoral setting along Glen Farm Road. 

Thanks to our generous supporters, ALT has raised $337,000 of the $472,000 needed to permanently conserve this 
property. Your donation of any size will help us reach the goal! 



Trailblazer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Burnham

Bill and Amy Medeiros
Susan and George Petrovas

Wilderness Seeker
Allison and Anthony Allott

William and Heather Burgess
Julia and Ed Coll

Kim and Glenn Darden
Pamela and David B. Ford*

John and Linda Purdy
Rockland Trust Charitable Foundation

Meg and Don Steiner

Conservationist
Ellen and Steven Bowman

Lyn and Peggy Comfort
Maureen Cronin and Mark Marosits

Linda Durhan and John Opalacz
Lisa and George Francisco

F.L. Putnam Investment Management 
Company

Bernard S. and Sarah M. Gewirz 
Foundation

Rita and Jonathan Gewirz
Kathleen Glassie and Richard 

Zienowicz
S. Matthews and Anne F. Hamilton

John Harris and Linda Sawyer
Dave and Kathryn Hohl

Elizabeth and Bill Leatherman
Bettie and Jonathan Pardee

Trish and Torre Peterson
Major General and Mrs. Stephen R. 

Seiter
Cathy and Jeff Siegal

Betsy and Michael Vitton

Land Steward
Caterine Milinaire Cushing

Lilly Dick
Zia and Denys Eftekhar

Cleo and Michael Gewirz
Donna Cameron Gricus and Paul 

Gricus
Ed and Wendy Harvey

George and Nannette Herrick
Steve and Jane Kirkpatrick

Richard Loebs
Linda McGoldrick
Juliette McLennan

Alfred and Joan Morris
The Roberts Mouligné Group at 

Morgan Stanley
Susan Ruf and Michael Walsh

Susan and Dwight Sipprelle
Happy van Beuren

Larry and Kay Wagner
Warner Realty, LLC

Teryn and Karl Weintz

Grassroots Supporter
Richard and Nancy Adams

Alan Chuman and Janet Wallman
Andrew Chuman and Sandra Lopes

Craig and Marybeth Clark
Bill and Karen Corcoran
Kathy and John Damon
Liz and Emlen Drayton

Doug and Lisa Garavanta
David and Linda Gordon

Tom Hockaday and Bill Martin
Reynold and Marlene Larsen
James and Ginny Purviance

Robert and Trish Seward
Clark and Krista Sturtevant

Van Liew Trust Company
Margaret Warburg

Friend
Adam Chuman and Megan Joseph

Anne* and Peter Damon
Katherine Gagliano

Katrina and Steven Gewirz
Sylvia and Don Hampton

Nancy Jamison and Steve McInnis
David and Alice Johnson

Suzanna and John Laramee
Pat Leonard

Lotz Family Foundation
Chandler and Marilyn Lyell

Sheila McEntee
James and Jane Moore

Ellen Nichols and Chuck Allott
Roderick O’Hanley and Richard Crisson

Patrick’s Residential Management
Nancy Peresta

Sam and Jill Sirrico
Anson and Marilyn Stookey

Linda Ujifusa and J. Mark Ryan
Carol and Kelly Worth

Additional donations gratefully received from:
Anonymous, BankNewport, Daniel and Nancy Bills, Louisa Boatwright, D’Arcy Carr, Kelly and Christopher Coen, 
David and Mary-Ann Fiaschetti, Andrew and Christine Fremer, Kathie and Jim Henning, Victoria Johnson, Dan and 
Larna Lackner, Ian and Liz McEvily, Audrey MacLeod Pfeiffer and Donald Pfeiffer, Mary Ann Nichols, Lawrence and 
Pamela Faulkner Quinn, Cynthia Sinclair, Jennifer Stewart, Julie Toland, and Amy and Jeremy Wintersteen

Thank you to our loyal Evening at Home supporters!
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We missed seeing our ALT friends in person this summer but 
appreciated the wonderful support for our special “Evening at 
Home” fundraiser in July. With delicious meals from McGrath’s 
Clambakes and Catering, local wine from Newport Vineyards 
and Greenvale Vineyards, flowers from Garman Farms, and 
music by Lois Vaughan Jazz, we were able to provide all of the 
ingredients for a festive summer evening. Participants picked 
up their “Evening at Home” packages from our office and then 
enjoyed a special dinner at home with their families and close 
friends. We thank all of our generous supporters, sponsors, 
and in-kind donors for making it a great success!

“I wanted to thank you for putting together such a spectacular 
event for the ALT. McGrath’s delicious meals were perfectly 
prepared and arrived warm. The Greenvale vintages were a 
superb compliment to the spread and the ALT went above and 
beyond creating flower arrangements and providing music!“

“Thank you for creating such a lovely 
event! From the delicious food to the 
beautiful flower arrangements and 
wine, everything was well thought out 
and perfectly executed.”

“Wow, Wow, WOW!  You all knocked "An Evening At Home" out of the park. From the flowers, to wine and the delicious meal - we had a ball. What a way to have a dinner party - dinner delivered? Yes, please!”

“Knocked it out of 
the park! Everything 
was great…Food 
was perfect and a 
seamless pick-up. 
Thank you all!”

All was delicious 

and well prepared - 

and the flowers with 

music a truly nice 

touch!
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2020 Trail News
30,000 total trail visits Mid-March to Mid-October 2020 

(See page 15)

*Groups/individuals are counted as 1 visit

1,400 feet of new trail re-surfacing

1 mile of new trail in planning stages for 2021

2.5x more trail use at Spruce Acres in 2020 vs 2019

600 feet of new bog bridge installed

March April May June July August September
2020 399 366 461 318 260 238 249
2019 177 172 123 140 103 110 149
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Before

After

Before

After

*Sample Size: 1500 in non-equestrian area
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Check out our website for more details!
www.ailt.org

Wonderful World of Birds IV

Collaboration
Aquidneck Land Trust partners with organizations to support clean water, working farmlands, accessible parks and 

trails, scenic viewsheds, effectively managed wildlife habitat, and smart environmental policy. 

Coyote Smarts: www.coyotesmarts.org

Green Infrastructure Coalition: www.greeninfrastructureri.org

Island Waters: aquidneckplanning.org/projects/257/

Scenic Aquidneck: www.scenicaquidneck.org

Newport Open Space Partnership: www.newportopenspace.org

HEZ/Women’s Resource Center: newportheathequity.com

ALT’s popular lecture series, The Wonderful World of Birds, returns for a fourth installation in 2021. This four-
session class is taught by professional ornithologist and ALT board member Dr. Charles Clarkson and covers all 
aspects of bird biology, evolution and conservation. Topics for this installment will focus on modern techniques in 
bird research, new theories in bird evolution, and conservation of birds at home. 

Attendance in the first three lecture installments is not 
required and no advance knowledge of birds is necessary. 
The course is open to all and will be taught using image and 
video rich presentations. Four remote lectures will be given 
and will be supplemented (if possible) with two socially-
distanced bird walks. Don't miss this opportunity to better 
understand the birds in your backyard and beyond. If you’ve 
never taken part in an online learning forum, we will be happy 
to guide you in setting it up on your computer or tablet. $125 
members; $150 non-members. Exact dates and registration 
information will be posted on the website soon, or contact 
us at 401-849-2799 to reserve your spot. Proceeds used to 
support land conservation on Aquidneck Island.



treehouse
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Thank you to our generous foundation supporters, who improve our organization and our community!

Agricultural Lands Preservation Commission (ALPC)

ALT’s campaign to conserve 5.49 acres of prime farmland in Middletown was 
given a big boost when ALPC awarded a grant of $127,500 in August 2020 for this 
purpose. The property abuts Sweet Berry Farm and will be used by the farm to grow 
strawberries and pumpkins for its farm stand. The property has been farmed since 
1939 and is in Aquidneck Island’s drinking water watershed.  

Betty Byrne de Zahara Charitable Trust

A gift to conserve an important 7.5-acre section of Glen Farm in Portsmouth was 
donated by the Betty Byrne de Zahara Charitable Trust. The Trust’s donation kicked 
off fundraising for the property, which was once part of the historic Taylor estate, 
covering 500 acres. Located next to Glen Stables, the land is used as horse pasture 
and wildlife habitat. Its stone walls and picturesque setting are appreciated by 
passersby, who will, in future, be able to walk on a loop path around the property. 

The William H. Donner Foundation, Inc.

A program to promote climate resiliency education to local high school students 
was underwritten for a second year by The William H. Donner Foundation. Science 
classes at Rogers High School and Portsmouth High School studied climate change 
and considered ways that Newport County could protect residents and infrastructure 
from rising ocean levels and storm surges. Dr. Kelton McMahon, from the University 
of Rhode Island, presented a remote learning lecture to each school, titled, “Global 
Climate Change.” 

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM)

A $100,000 grant from RIDEM was awarded to the City of Newport in February 2020 
to enlarge and protect Ballard Park, in partnership with ALT and the Ballard family. 
A second grant was given in March 2020 to help conserve a portion of historic Glen 
Farm in Portsmouth ($200,000). These grants were funded by monies from the Open 
Space Bond approved in 2018 by RI voters, and were selected from applications 
submitted by land trusts and towns throughout the state. As the first, and largest, 
accredited land trust in RI, ALT is grateful to the voters who approved the bond and 
to RIDEM for supporting our work on Aquidneck Island. 

 Grants

Corporate Donors
We are grateful to our annual corporate sponsors, who support our mission throughout the year.

ANNUAL GOLF
TOURNAMENT
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You can help conserve Aquidneck Island for future generations by making a planned gift to the Aquidneck Land 
Trust. Please let us know if you have included ALT in your estate plan so that we can welcome you to the Green 
Island Society. We honor this society throughout the year and thank its members for their generosity and 
foresight.

Green Island Society

Thank you to our Green Island Society members:

*DECEASED

Andy Arkway*
Dennis Bristow
Beth Everett*
Michele Foster

John* and Joanne Gorman
Bruce Hoitt

Nancy Jamison
Paul and Beverly Kelly
Roger and Sandra King

Sanne Kure-Jensen
Marcella Clark McCormack*

 For more information, contact Laura Freedman Pedrick at lpedrick@ailt.org or 401.849.2799, ext. 18.

William Mershon*
Jim and Jane Moore

Paul Simone and Carol Chabot
Edwin G. and Catherine S. Singsen

Jonathan and Bettie Bearden Pardee
Drs. Christopher Pargellis and 

Denice Spero
Don and Meg Steiner

Sheila Reilly
Marjorie Ward*

Leaving a legacy to protect the island we love.

Trail Visit Summary
Trail Visits Mid-March to Mid-October 2020 (7 months) Total Count Percent Total Use
Spruce Acres 2,477 8.3
Oakland Forest 2,527 8.5
Sakonnet Greenway Trail (Portsmouth sections) 14,911 49.9
Sakonnet Greenway Trail (Middletown sections) 9,940 33.3

*Groups/individuals are counted as 1 visit
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Stay informed and connect
with ALT online:

www.ailt.org
                     @aquidneckland
401-849-2799

SAVE THE DATE

ALT Annual Meeting
February 4, 2021
6:30 p.m.
Meeting will be virtual.

 Look for invitation postcard in January for details.

Help us conserve land by saving 
your Clements' Market receipts. 
Please drop them at our office, 
mail them to us, or bring them 

to any ALT event. Clements' 
Market will generously donate 
1% of their value back to ALT, 

helping us conserve more of our 
island for all to enjoy. 

Thank you!

SAVE YOUR RECEIPTS!


