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MIDDLETOWN – An agreement with
a developer has led to almost 15 acres of
land being protected.

The Aquidneck Land Trust an-
nounced the conservation of a 14.73-
acre Middletown property located on
Green End Avenue between Vaucluse
and Howland Avenues.

The property, now known as Green
End Preserve, features upland meadow
habitat and prime soils on half of its
area. The uplands roll down to a large
wetland area surrounding a portion of
Little Creek, a 3-mile stream that emp-
ties into the Sakonnet River. The Green
End Preserve is contiguous to other
ALT-conserved land and is part of a sce-
nic viewscape from Green End Avenue.
Its upland and wetland riparian area
provide habitat for foraging and nesting
by birds, amphibians, insects, and
mammals.

Newport homebuilder Mark Horan

purchased the property in 2019 with
plans to build between four and seven
homes there. ALT approached Horan in
2020, eventually reaching a deal to pur-
chase the property from him and con-
serve it in perpetuity.

“We appreciate Mr. Horan’s willing-
ness to work with us to protect this im-
portant Aquidneck Island property,”
said Charles Allott, ALT executive direc-
tor, in a statement. “Thanks to generous
donations from ALT supporters, we’ve
added nearly 15 acres of high conserva-
tion value land to the growing list of
conserved properties on the island.”

ALT has conserved 90 properties to-
taling 2,706 acres since 1990, with a fo-
cus on farmland, forestland, fields,
wildlife habitat, and conservation with-
in Aquidneck Island’s drinking supply
watersheds and along ponds, rivers,
and creeks. The organization also prio-
ritizes land used for recreational pur-
poses; it has conserved 13 miles of free
walking trails on the island and numer-
ous public access properties.
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Aquidneck Land Trust announced the conservation of a 14.73-acre Middletown
property located on Green End Avenue between Vaucluse and Howland Avenues.
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The Rhode Island Foundation is offer-
ing local libraries, schools, neighborhood
groups and nonprofit organizations
grants of up to $10,000 to fund proposals
that bring people together as a commu-
nity. March 31 is the deadline to apply.

"We are looking for ideas that will 
enhance the quality of life, build rela-
tionships and improve community con-
nections. Our goal is to support work
that will enliven neighborhoods and
build lasting bonds among residents,"
said Jenny Pereira, vice president of
grants and community investments, 

in a statement
Since launching the Community

Grants program in 2016, the foundation
has awarded nearly $2.5 million to hun-
dreds of projects across Rhode Island.
Work has ranged from creating perfor-
mance spaces and urban farms, to host-
ing neighborhood meals and making his-
toric places and nature preserves more
accessible to the public.

Recent recipients include the Boys
and Girls Clubs of Newport County,
which received $2,628 to for youth pro-
grams; the Aquidneck Community Ta-
ble, which received $10,000 to expand
school and community gardens; the Hi-
Lo Neighborhood Association, which re-

ceived $9,730 for exercise equipment for
Donovan Manor and the Lo Rise in New-
port; the Melville Elementary School in
Portsmouth, which received $10,000 to
build an outdoor learning zone; the Little
Compton Community Center, which re-
ceived a grant to its communal theater
space; and the Aquidneck Island Land
Trust received $6,616 to improve its trail
system at Little Creek Preserve in Ports-
mouth.

Priority will be given to proposals that
include community support such as
matching grants, the participation of
volunteers and donated space and other
forms of in-kind contributions. Other
considerations may include whether

projects are led by or serve historically
marginalized groups, including people
who identify as Asian, Black, Hispanic or
Latino, Indigenous or multiracial.

While both new initiatives and en-
hancements to existing projects are eli-
gible, the grants are intended to support
one-time costs and expenses. Appli-
cants will not be eligible for renewed
funding for the same project in future
years. Capital campaigns, endowments,
for-profit entities, individuals, political
groups and lobbying efforts are not eligi-
ble.

For more information about applying
for a Community Grant, visit rifounda-
tion.org.
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PROVIDENCE — Rhode Island’s
dominant energy utility is pushing back
against legislation requiring it to solicit
offers for more offshore wind power,
saying that it needs more money from
ratepayers than state leaders would al-
low. 

In a hearing this week, representa-
tives of National Grid, which serves
780,000 gas and electric customers in
the state, came out against the bill, tell-
ing legislators that a financial incentive
in the measure falls short of what the
company would need to protect its bot-
tom line.

The legislation, submitted on behalf
of Gov. Dan McKee, would set the incen-
tive payment to the utility at 2% of the
total value of a power-purchase agree-
ment. With recent offshore-wind con-
tracts worth billions of dollars, the pay-
ment to the utility would be in the tens
of millions of dollars. All of it would be
paid by electric ratepayers and would
come on top of what they pay for the en-
ergy delivered to them.

National Grid says remuneration is
necessary because long-term commit-
ments to buy offshore wind power are
risky investments that could harm its
credit rating and increase the costs of
borrowing.

But whether that’s true and such
payments to the utility are actually jus-
tified are matters of debate.

"It's just a little bit hard to swallow
when we're talking about billions of dol-
lars, which most people can't even fath-
om what that means," said Sen. Dawn
Euer, who introduced the bill. "I just
want to level-set this conversation ...
and want to make sure that they're not
just paying folks to have great vacations
and their private jets."

While the contract for the Block Is-
land Wind Farm provides National Grid
an incentive worth 2.75% of the con-

tract, and offshore wind contracts ap-
proved in Massachusetts include a simi-
lar payment, Rhode Island utilities reg-
ulators rejected any incentive for a con-
tract approved in 2019.

National Grid asked for a payment for
that agreement to buy 400 megawatts
of capacity from the Revolution Wind
proposal, but the Public Utilities Com-
mission rejected the request, conclud-
ing that the company failed to provide
evidence that its financial standing
would be harmed. The commission took
a similar position in a decision approv-
ing a contract National Grid had agreed
to with a Connecticut solar farm.

Attorney General Maura Healey
reached the same conclusion in her as-
sessment of the incentive in Massachu-
setts, arguing that there was no proof
that utilities’ credit ratings would be im-
paired. The Department of Public Util-
ities approved the contracts in Massa-
chusetts over Healey’s objections.

Despite the rulings in Rhode Island,
which were reached after quasi-judicial
evidentiary hearings, National Grid still
maintains that not only does it warrant
an incentive for the reasons it’s offered
in the past, but that the payment should
remain at 2.75%.

“In order to maintain a level of stabil-
ity and support in the regulatory frame-
work, we want to sustain those remu-
neration amounts,” said Brian Schuster,
the company’s director of customer and
community management. “We’re con-
cerned with the erosion of the remuner-
ation amount.”

The lower 2 percent rate isn’t the util-
ity’s only concern. The bill would also
tie remuneration to the company’s an-
nual earnings in Rhode Island. Once Na-
tional Grid reaches the earnings level al-
lowed by the PUC, incentive payments
from new offshore wind contracts
would stop for the year.

At the hearing Wednesday before the
Senate Committee on Environment and
Agriculture, Schuster said that ulti-
mately it would be ratepayers who suf-
fer if the company doesn’t get the incen-
tive it wants. If the company’s credit-
worthiness goes down and borrowing
costs go up, Rhode Islanders would end
up paying more, he said.

“The higher the interest rates, the

higher our costs,” he said. “Those costs
ultimately get passed on to our ratepay-
ers.”

Legislators unmoved 
by utility's concerns

Legislators seemed unconvinced by
the company’s concerns. Sen. Josh Mil-
ler echoed arguments made by the PUC
and by Healey that ratepayers, not the
utility, carry the risks of any offshore
wind contracts because they’re the ones
who will be paying for the energy.

“You’ll negotiate your best deal and
then on top of that, you’ll get another
two or three percent,” the Cranston
Democrat said to Schuster. “Two or
three percent might not sound like a lot
in any other sector except energy. And
then, two or three percent is a whole
lot.”

Euer, the committee chair, asked
whether credit ratings agencies would
really see offshore wind as a risky com-
mitment when the energy landscape
worldwide is shifting to renewables. In
America, she pointed out, the industry
has strong support from the Biden ad-
ministration. She questioned the need
for an incentive that would add to rate-
payers’ bills.

“This is the way of the future,” the
Newport Democrat said. “We need to do
this transition in a way that’s not mak-
ing folks have to decide between buying
milk and putting food on the table or be-
ing able to pay their utility bills.”

She asked Schuster if National Grid’s
credit rating was downgraded after the
rejection of incentive payments for the
Revolution contract.

“It was not,” Schuster said.
Euer is lead sponsor of the bill in the

Senate. Senate President Dominick

Ruggerio and Majority Leader Michael
McCaffrey are cosponsors.

The introduction of the legislation
was made at McKee's request. It calls for
National Grid — or, if a proposed sale
announced last year goes through,
Pennsylvania-based PPL Corp. — to so-
licit up to 600 megawatts of new off-
shore wind power by this August.

If the procurement goes ahead and a
contract is signed for the full 600 mega-
watts of capacity, it would provide near-
ly a third of Rhode Island’s electric de-
mand, enough power for 340,000
homes. When combined with the 30-
megawatt Block Island Wind Farm and
the 400-megawatt Revolution Wind
proposal, half of the state’s electric sup-
plies could come from offshore wind
power alone within the next few years.

The development of more offshore
wind is seen as essential to meeting the
state’s climate goals.

The House version of the bill intro-
duced by Rep. Arthur Handy, D-Cran-
ston, was referred to the Corporations
committee, which has yet to schedule a
hearing.

When asked by The Journal whether
House Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi has
taken a position on the bill, spokesman
Larry Berman said in an email, “Speaker
Shekarchi is keeping an open mind and
will evaluate the bill after it goes
through the legislative hearing process.”

At the Senate hearing, Schuster said
National Grid does not oppose offshore
wind. 

“I do want to make it clear that Na-
tional Grid absolutely is supportive of
the approach and the direction of off-
shore wind,” he said. “We want to find a
workable solution that favors an out-
come for all stakeholders.”

RI utility opposes
offshore wind bill 
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