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Aquidneck Land Trust (ALT) an-
nounced the conservation of 20.97
acres of land north of Bramans Lane in
Portsmouth. The property extends from
East Main Road to the north end of Ma-
lee Terrace and is adjacent to conserved
land in the Sakonnet Greenway open
space corridor. It has forested and
scrub-shrub habitat and prime farm
soils. The multi-party deal included two
separate parcels which were sold and
merged into a new parcel, purchased by
Derek Boudreau and Tiffanie Starr. ALT
placed a permanent conservation ease-
ment on the 20.97 acres of land, which
will remain private and be used for
farming and wildlife habitat. A half-acre
outzone on the property will allow for a
future single-family home with the re-
maining land in conservation. 

“This is an exciting success story,”
said Chuck Allott, ALT executive direc-

tor, in a statement. “There were many
moving parts but we had very commit-
ted partners and a terrific shared goal.
We are indebted to the Nelson family,
who sold their land to ALT at a bargain
sale price, and to the Brooks family, who
sold the development rights on their
property at a bargain sale price. We are
also very grateful to the new owners,
Derek Boudreau and Tiffanie Starr, who
are committed supporters of land con-
servation and who specifically wanted
to purchase a conserved property. All of
these parties worked together to protect
this land, which will remain as habitat,
scenic open space, and farmland.”

In 2021, ALT reached an agreement
with the Nelson family, executors of the
Estate of Helen Jones, the deeded own-
er, on 15.4 acres of the land, which was
historically farmed but has remained
mostly natural habitat for the last two
decades.

“Helen and Skip Jones were very in-
volved in the community and actually
worked on the 1990 Portsmouth Com-

prehensive Plan that led to the forma-
tion of the Aquidneck Land Trust,” said
Allott. “We appreciate the family’s com-
mitment to conservation and 

their willingness to permanently pro-
tect this land.”

After the Nelson agreement was in
place, ALT contacted neighbors Bob and
Judy Brooks, who agreed to conserve
5.57 acres of their primarily forested
land, adjacent to the Jones property.

The land trust was simultaneously in
discussions with Derek Boudreau and
Tiffanie Starr, a couple interested in
purchasing conserved land to live on
and manage. Boudreau and Starr con-
tributed funds for fee simple acquisition
of the land, subject to ALT’s easement.
The two parcels owned by the Jones Es-
tate and Brooks family were merged into
a single lot, creating the 20.97-acre con-
served property.

“We were searching for land that
could be enjoyed, yet conserved,” said
Boudreau in a statement. “With each
visit to the island there seemed to be

fewer and fewer fields, meadows, and
green space. Given the island’s rich tra-
ditions of rural land, agriculture, and
natural habitat, we felt an increasing
sense of urgency to act.”

Co-owner Tiffanie Starr noted that
conserved land “offsets the impact on
water resources from other develop-
ments, preserves scenic landscapes and
wildlife habitat, and contributes to the
overall health of the local ecosystems.
We hope that in a small way, we have
contributed to maintaining the natural
beauty of the island.”

“The generosity of the original land-
owners and the enthusiasm and com-
mitment of the new owners have result-
ed in a large tract of land conserved at a
bargain sale price,” said Allott. “We are
grateful to all parties involved and to our
ALT supporters, who contributed to
save this land. Together, these generous
parties have ensured the permanent
conservation of a very significant piece
of land.”
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The Newport Open Space Partner-
ship announces opening hours for the
historic tower in Miantonomi Park. The
tower will be open and free to the public
each Monday in August from 2–6 p.m.,
beginning Aug. 8.

The opening hours coincide with the
Miantonomi Community Farmers Mar-
ket, a project co-organized by Aquid-
neck Community Table and the New-
port Health Equity Zone and designed
to make affordable fresh foods available
in a community-oriented setting in one
of Newport’s most historic and beauti-
ful parks.

Once the seat of power of the Narra-
gansett tribe and named after the Chief
Sachem 

Miantonomi, the park has a rich his-
tory. Miantonomi Hill, at 155 feet above
sea level, is the highest point of natural
elevation on Aquidneck Island and has
housed colonial beacons, revolutionary
war fortifications, and finally, a 100-
foot-tall World War I memorial tower
designed by Meade, McKim and White
and built in 1929. Those that endeavor to
climb its spiral staircase are rewarded
with expansive views of Aquidneck Is-
land, 

Narragansett Bay, and the surround-
ing areas.

“The Miantonomi Hill has always
been an important vantage point be-
cause of its elevation,” said James Gal-
loway, the executive director of the
Newport Open Space Partnership in a
statement, “and we hope that residents
and visitors will be able to take some
time to enjoy the history and beauty of
Newport from the top of the tower.” 

The Newport Open Space Partner-
ship is a public-private organization
that includes the Aquidneck Land
Trust, Newport Tree Conservancy and
the City of Newport. Its mission is to
promote and assist the continued im-
plementation of the Newport Tree,
Park, and Open Space Master Plan.
Miantonomi Open Tower Days are made
possible thanks to the support of the
van Beuren Charitable Foundation and
Prince Charitable Trusts.

Visitors take in the view from the
Miantonomi Park Memorial Tower.
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WARWICK — Kevin Hawkins puts
on a white lab coat, punches a few
numbers into a key pad and unlocks
the door to his marijuana growing fa-
cility.

Inside what looks like a disused
commercial building in Warwick, he
uses a card to open another door and
light fills the hallway. The room is filled
with 1,200 marijuana plants a few feet
high approaching harvest time. In an-
other room, tall “mother” plants sit in
big buckets, ready to have stems cut
from their stalks and turned into new
plants.

A home grower since 2008, Haw-
kins has been all around the business,
and he used to operate multiple grow
shops when home-grown medicinal
marijuana was popular. He still runs
Grow With Us out of a retail space in
Warwick.

While the state legalized recreation-
al cannabis in May and now anyone 21
or older can grow it at home, few cus-
tomers have come in looking to learn
how to grow at home, or even looking
for advice, Hawkins said.

Just across the border in Massachu-
setts, recreational dispensaries have
been open for years, and Rhode Island
will allow recreational dispensaries to
open in December.

In Johnston, Steve Dorazio has been

operating his shop, Let It Grow, since
2019. Specializing in custom-built hy-
droponics and fertilizer made by a
small army of red worms. Dorazio says
a few people have come into his store to
ask about growing cannabis now that
it’s legal, but far fewer than he expect-
ed.

Marijuana isn’t referred to as “weed”
for nothing. It’s a very resilient plant,
Hawkins said.

Can you grow outside?

For Dorazio, the passage of the rec-
reational marijuana law at the end of
May meant that most recreational
growers would miss the outdoor sea-
son.

While the legalization bill allowed
people to start growing as soon as it
was signed, that didn’t mean anyone
had digested the rules and regulations
or was ready to start growing.

While medical marijuana is strictly
regulated, recreational marijuana
doesn’t have any rules yet, aside from
the number of plants and possession
limits. 

There is a single caveat: the “securi-
ty requirements” put out by the Canna-
bis Control Commission need to be fol-
lowed.

Providence lawyer Lisa Holley, who
specializes in marijuana law, said the
law doesn’t spell out any requirements
or restrictions on personal growing,
and the commission hasn’t put out any

regulations.
“The only thing that isn’t murky is

the limits,” she said.
Nothing in the law prohibits outdoor

growing and there are no specific secu-
rity or visibility requirements in the
law.

“I would imagine that will be some-
thing we’ll see in the regulations and
ordinances from cities and towns,”
Holley said.

Growing outside becomes more of a
question of how people will treat the
plants.

Hawkins said that for indoor grow-
ers, his best piece of advice, aside from
getting a good grow light, is to get an air
purifier to eliminate any marijuana
smells coming from a residence, which
can increase the chances of being bro-
ken into. 

How much can I grow?

The law allows for three “immature”
plants and three “mature” plants.

Hawkins said that in practice, one
mature slot will usually be taken up by
a large “mother” plant.

If growing from seed, three imma-
ture slots can easily be taken up by
seeds that turn out to be male, which
are usually mulched because growers
want female plants, to harvest the
flowers.

Growers are also allowed to keep, in 

Grower Kevin Hawkins with marijuana "mother plants" at his medical-marijuana grow in Warwick. He says that since
Rhode Island legalized recreational marijuana in May, few customers have come into his retail shop, Grow With Us,
looking to learn how to grow at home. DAVID DELPOIO/THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL
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