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LOCAL&STATE

NEWPORT

Monday
School Committee - Ad Hoc School
Building Committee, 5:30 p.m., Pell
Elementary
Planning Board, 6:30 p.m., City Hall
Tuesday
Canvassing Authority, 11:30 a.m., City
Hall
School Committee, 5:30 p.m., Pell
Elementary
Historic District Committee, 6:30 p.m.,
City Hall
Wednesday
Tree Commission, 5 p.m., Library
City Council, 6:30 p.m., City Hall

MIDDLETOWN

Monday
Town Council, 6 p.m., Town Hall
Tuesday
Board of Canvassers, 10 a.m., Town
Hall
Wednesday
Economic Development Advisory
Committee, 4:30 p.m., Town Hall
Planning Board, 6 p.m., Town Hall

PORTSMOUTH

Monday
Free Public Library Association, 7 p.m.,
Library
Tuesday
Pension Investment Committee, 5
p.m., Town Hall
Wednesday
Planning Board, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Thursday
School Committee - Health & Wellness
Subcommittee, 3:30 p.m., School Ad-
ministration Building

TIVERTON

Tuesday
Planning Board, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall
North Tiverton Fire District, 7 p.m.,
241 Hilton St.
Thursday
Economic Development Commission,
6 p.m., Library
Saturday
School Committee, 9:30 a.m., 100 N.
Brayton Road

MUNICIPAL MEETINGS

Coastal Rhode Island

Monday: Mostly cloudy, then gradual-
ly becoming sunny, with a high near
47. North wind 6 to 13 mph. Monday
Night: Mostly clear, with a low around
30. North wind 10 to 13 mph.

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 43. Northeast wind 9 to 14 mph
becoming south in the afternoon.
Tuesday Night: A chance of rain,
mainly between 7 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 39.
Breezy, with a southwest wind 16 to 21
mph, with gusts as high as 31 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Extended

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high
near 48. West wind 13 to 16 mph.
Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with
a low around 35. West wind around 9
mph.

Thursday: A chance of rain after 3
p.m. Cloudy, with a high near 48.
South wind 9 to 17 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 30%. Thursday Night:
Rain likely, mainly after 10 p.m.
Cloudy, with a low around 41. Breezy,
with a southwest wind 17 to 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 30 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 60%.

Friday: A chance of rain. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 50. West wind
13 to 16 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 40%. Friday Night: A chance of rain.
Cloudy, with a low around 36. North
wind 13 to 15 mph. Chance of precip-
itation is 40%.

Marine

Monday: WNW wind 5 to 8 kt becom-
ing N 8 to 11 kt in the afternoon. Most-
ly cloudy, then gradually becoming
sunny. Seas 1 ft or less. Monday
Night: N wind 9 to 11 kt. Mostly clear.
Seas 1 ft or less.

Tides, etc.

Monday’s low tides: 1:15 a.m., 2:06
p.m., High tides: 8:09 a.m., 8:27 p.m. 

Monday’s sunrise: 6:53 a.m. Sunset:
5:07 p.m.

WEATHER

The Eastern Rhode Island Conserva-
tion District (ERICD) is excited to an-
nounce grant funding in the amount of
$78,889 from the van Beuren Charita-
ble Foundation (vBCF) for the Ports-
mouth AgInnovation Farm Program
(AgInnovation). The funds will support
programming for after-school classes
and summer camp, among other
things.

AgInnovation is a partnership be-
tween ERICD and Portsmouth Middle
School (PMS). The project began in De-
cember 2019, when 5-acres of fallow
farmland in Portsmouth were offered
by Martin Beck of New England
Grassfed Beef to ERICD to lease for an
educational program. ERICD’s District
Manager, Sara Churgin, coordinated
with PMS’s Principal Joao Arruda and
Science Coach Margie Brennan to dis-
cuss an educational partnership – and
the Portsmouth AgInnovation Farm
was born. Brennan created a virtual
AgInnovation class during the pan-
demic with 25 students. Through stu-
dent-led discussions, Brennen worked

with the students to learn about topics
such as gardening, composting, solar
power, and irrigation. They researched

and planned what is now the general
idea and layout of the farm. The stu-
dents completed their first full growing
season in 2021, donating produce to lo-
cal food pantries.

Brennan said, “These kids are our
leaders of tomorrow. We believe that
through educating them about sustain-
able agriculture with hands-on learn-
ing, they will feel connected to the food
system, each other, and the wider com-
munity - giving them the tools they
need for the future.”

The farm’s programming has grown,
with the addition of resources includ-
ing a classroom structure, community
farm plots, seasonal high tunnel, polli-
nator path, tractor with attachments,
chickens, composting, and outdoor pa-
vilion planned for construction in
Spring 2023. Brennan runs program-
ming year-round, teaching concepts
and methods that the students imple-
ment on the farm spring through fall.

Sara Churgin, said, “We are so ap-
preciative of how our community has
come together in so many ways to make
this project in Portsmouth possible,
and we can’t wait to take it island-
wide.”

Grant will support programs
at the AgInnovation Farm
Newport Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Eastern Rhode Island
Conservation District received a grant
of $78,889 from the van Beuren
Charitable Foundation for the
Portsmouth AgInnovation Farm
Program. PROVIDED BY THE EASTERN RHODE

ISLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT

The Aquidneck Land Trust an-
nounced the conservation of a 4.91-acre
wetlands property on Portsmouth’s
northwest shore. 

The property was donated to ALT by
its owners, Peter S. Wood and Polly Es-
tabrook, and is part of a larger 44-acre
marsh and beach area situated between
the railroad line and the bay.

A CRMC-designated path runs
through the site and offers public beach
access and parking near Pheasant
Drive.

The site includes salt marsh and
scrub-shrub habitat, visible from the
path, railroad, surrounding houses, and
boats out at sea. The property is strate-

gically located should a multi-use path
on the adjacent railroad line ever be cre-
ated.

A number of bird species have been
recorded on ALT site visits, including
glossy ibis, osprey, great egret, and
American black duck.

“Conservation has long been my par-
ticular concern,” said Peter Wood, “es-
pecially the preservation of open space
as an antidote to overdevelopment. My
step-daughter and I are delighted that
ALT will look after these marsh lands
and the wildlife they sustain. As former
Newport residents, my wife Shirley and
I have wonderful memories of walking
the wooded paths in the Norman Bird
Sanctuary. We have always wanted to
contribute to the island’s conservation
as we were able to do on Block Island,

where we have been part of the commu-
nity since 1967.”

Peter and Shirley Wood were the
owners and editors of the Block Island
Times from 1986 to 1995. They were key
supporters of the BI Conservancy and
donated land for the creation of the BI
Greenways.

“Wood Estabrook Preserve has many
important conservation values,” said
Chuck Allott, ALT executive director.
“In addition to offering wildlife habitat
and public shore access, the property
acts as a coastal resiliency buffer, help-
ing to soak up storm surge with rising
seas. We are very grateful to Peter Wood
and Polly Estabrook for their generous
donation and for their commitment to
land conservation on Aquidneck Is-
land.”

Donation leads to land
conservation in Portsmouth

The Aquidneck Land Trust announced the conservation of a 4.91-acre wetlands property on Portsmouth’s northwest
shore. PROVIDED BY AQUIDNECK LAND TRUST/JESSICA POHL
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PROVIDENCE — The state Supreme
Court heard oral arguments Wednes-
day on whether the Diocese of Provi-

dence as an institution can be defined
as a “perpetrator” of child sexual abuse
under a relatively new state law, and
thus possibly sued by alleged victims of
accused pedophile priests from dec-
ades ago.

Rhode Island lawmakers in 2019 ex-

tended the deadline for victims of
childhood sexual abuse to file lawsuits
against those who abused them, even if
the abuse took place outside of the stat-
ute of limitations. 

Appeal argues Providence Diocese
was a perpetrator of sexual abuse
Tom Mooney
The Providence Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See APPEAL, Page 6A


