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Art and Writing Contest Judges



2023 Art Contest
presented by

First place: Gwendolyn 

Montalvo, gr. 3, Melville 

Elementary School

Second place: Wilamina Johnston, 

gr. 3, The Pennfield School

Third place: Margaret Scholhamer, 

gr. 3, The Pennfield School

Honorable Mention: 

Timothy Norris, gr. 3,

Melville Elementary School

First place: Elijah Cote, gr. 8, 

The Pennfield School

Second place: Kiyomi Francis,

gr. 7, St. Philomena School

Third place: Benjamin Adams,

gr. 8, Portsmouth Middle School

Honorable Mentions: 

Lucille Walker, gr. 8,

Anneliese Halvorsen, gr. 8,

The Pennfield School

First place: Winston Yeung,

gr. 11, St. George’s School

Second place: Sydney Rinfret,

gr. 12, Portsmouth High School

Third place: Gabriella Humes,

gr. 12, Portsmouth High School



2023 Writing Contest
presented by

Second place: Joseph Fricchione,

gr. 3,  All Saint’s STEAM Academy

Third place: Grace McNabb, gr. 4,

St. Philomena School

Honorable Mention: 

Alexander Lavery, gr. 3, 

All Saint’s STEAM Academy

First place: Sarah Adal,

gr. 3, All Saint’s Academy 
First place: Caroline Whitlock, 

gr. 7, St. Michael’s School 

Second place: Callie Patten-

Harding, gr. 8, St. Michael’s School

Third place: Juni Wolfskehl, gr. 7, 

St. Michael’s School

Honorable Mention: 

Brady MacFarland, gr. 5,

St. Michael’s School

First place: Rei Gaulin, gr. 9, 

Middletown High School

Second place: Maggie Lauder,

gr. 12, Portsmouth High School

Third place: Loganne McKenna,

gr. 10, Middletown High School

Honorable Mention: Leo Ailes,

gr. 9, Middletown High School



Kelsey McKeon



Conley Zani
Secretary, Board of Trustees



Zia Eftekhar
Treasurer emeritus



Fiscal 2023 Revenue



Total Revenue by Category



Fiscal 2023 Expenditures



Total Expenditures by Category



Stewardship Investment Fund
Marcella Clark McCormack, Other Restricted Donations & Board 

Designated Funds

$6,784,600



Alex Chuman
Conservation Director



The Year in Review - 2023

Sullivan Preserve



99
total properties

2,816
total acres

11.5%
of land area on Aquidneck Island



Peabody Farm

9.54 acres
Middletown



Wood Estabrook Preserve

4.91 acres
Portsmouth



Zurlo Farm

11.48 acres
Portsmouth 



Hedly Street Preserve

9.85 acres
Portsmouth



Lazy Lawn

10.81 acres
Middletown



Sullivan Preserve

2.49 acres
Portsmouth



The State of Our Trails



Improvements



Habitat Projects



Education and Outreach in 2023

Fall Foliage Walk Climate Change 

Project
Bird Banding

Birding at Little Creek Preserve MLK Summer Camp 



Education and Outreach in 2023

Amazing Birds Class

Donner Foundation 

Climate Program 
Walk and Talk with Lorén Spears

Landowner and Volunteer 

Appreciation BBQ
Smart Growth Series 

with Grow Smart RI



Collaborations

Almy Pond Watershed Protectors

Newport Health Equity Zone Newport Open Space Partnership



Merritt Neighborhood Fund

• Aquidneck Community Table 

• Battle of Rhode Island Association

• Clean Ocean Access

• God’s Community Garden

• Emmanuel Church

• FabNewport

• Four Hearts Foundation

• James L. Maher Center

• Newport Tree Conservancy

• Newport Spring Leadership Committee

• Norman Bird Sanctuary

• Portsmouth RI Dog Park



Events in 2023

Golf TournamentEvening at Home



Thank You Volunteers!



Volunteer of the Year



Paul Simone



Conley Zani
Secretary, Board of Trustees



Terry Sullivan

Executive Director



Celebrating 

Achievements and 

Embracing Challenges

Aquidneck Land Trust 

Annual Report 2023-2024





Expressing Gratitude



“The 1992-1993 year of 

the Land Trust could very 

well be the year that our 

first land acquisition is 

made.”

Charles “Chuck” Allott, Esq.

Chair, Land Acquisition, 1992

On the Shoulders of Giants



Facing Challenges Today and into the Future



Facing Challenges Today and into the Future



Urgency in Conservation



Collaborative Efforts



Becoming a Model of Climate Resilience



Becoming a Model of Climate Resilience



A Vision for Aquidneck Island



A Sustainable Island for Generations



A Sustainable Island for Generations

“The residents of Aquidneck Island face a choice: if the 

status quo continues, most of the open space that defines 

the Island will be lost irrevocably. Fortunately, there are 

other pathways forward that can accommodate growth 

while also preserving the Island’s treasured landscapes 

for future generations.”



Sustainable Agriculture



Stewards of a Resilient Island



Shared Purpose

“Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 

change the world; indeed, 

it’s the only thing that ever 

has.”

-Margaret Mead



Overcoming Daunting Challenges



Thank you!



Pass the Boot For the

Connector Trail!



Thank you for being our Partner in Preservation!


